Ebola Compassion Relief

ABOUT TZU CHI
In 1966, Dharma Master Cheng Yen founded the Tzu Chi Merits Society in Hualien with the support of thirty housewives
who each put aside a couple cents of their grocery money every day to establish a charity fund. In the first year, they
helped a total of thirty-one elderly, ill, and poor people from fifteen families. As word spread, more people participated
and the program gathered strength. It spread beyond Hualien: first across Taiwan, and then around the world.
Today, Tzu Chi is a nonprofit charitable organization with ten million volunteers and donors in fifty countries worldwide.
Over the past forty-eight years, Tzu Chi’s four missions—Charity, Medicine, Education, and Humanistic Culture—have
grown from the seeds of gratitude, respect, and love, and Tzu Chi’s activities have expanded to include international
disaster relief, bone marrow donation, community volunteerism, and environmental conservation.
In the United States, Tzu Chi operates nine regional service areas with more than eighty offices and facilities nationwide.
Volunteers give back to their local communities through family services, emergency disaster relief, homeless services,
school support programs, college scholarships, income tax reporting assistance, relief distributions, holiday care packs,
free and low-cost medical clinics and outreaches, preventive health education, cancer support groups, character
education curricula, community education classes, and production of positive, inspiring media.
Whenever disaster strikes at home or abroad, Tzu Chi volunteers deliver cash aid, hot meals, and emergency relief
supplies directly into the hands of disaster survivors. Over the years, US Tzu Chi volunteers have actively provided relief
after such major disasters as 9/11, Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy, and earthquakes in Haiti, Japan, and Nepal.
In recent years, Tzu Chi volunteers’ charitable work has been increasingly recognized by the global community. Tzu Chi
was granted special consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council in 2010, and honored as
White House Champion of Change in 2013. Dharma Master Cheng Yen was presented with the Roosevelt Institute’s FDR
Distinguished Public Service Award and named to the TIME 100 list of the world’s most influential people in 2011, and
honored with the Rotary International Award of Honor in 2014.
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BACKGROUND
On March 3, 2015, the Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Healey
International Relief Foundation (HIRF) and Caritas Freetown at the Tzu Chi University in Hualien, Taiwan, in the presence
of Mrs. Philomena Yumkella, the Chief Executive Officer of the Lanyi Educational Advancement and Development
(LEAD) and the representative of United Nations Under-Secretary General Kandeh Yumkella, PhD. Representing HIRF
was Robert Healey, Jr. (President) and Benjamin Parra (Executive Director). The MOU established a partnership to provide
relief donations to the people of Sierra Leone, in their effort to end Ebola. The partners agreed that Tzu Chi Foundation
would contribute and ship donations to Sierra Leone; HIRF would receive donations; and Caritas and partners would
work together to distribute donations on the ground to identified beneficiaries.
DONATIONS: Tzu Chi Foundation contributed 1,512 Jing Si multi-purpose foldable beds; 2,720 blankets; 15,740 kg of
rice & rice seasoning; and 3,000 bowls with covers & spoons.
MISSION/PURPOSE: On March 16, Tzu Chi Foundation arrived in Freetown, Sierra Leone with the Healey International
Relief Foundation to partner with Caritas Freetown to distribute the donations contributed to Sierra Leone by Master
Cheng Yen to help the people of Sierra Leone cope better with the Ebola crisis.
DISTRIBUTION
On March 17, 2015, Tzu Chi and partners held a press conference to inform the people of Sierra Leone about the
distribution of donations. There were 15 journalists representing newspapers, radio stations, and the Sierra Leone
Broadcasting Corporation.
On March 18, 2015, logistics were reviewed and containers were inspected. Containers were unloaded and delivery
trucks loaded for distribution. Partners conducted a distribution at the Allentown Ebola Children’s Interim Care Center:
200 blankets, 100 beds, 100 bowls and spoons, and 5,000 kg rice and rice seasoning. The Ebola Children’s Interim Care
Center in Newton was the second distribution of the day: 40 blankets, 20 beds, 20 bowls and spoons, and 1,000 kg
rice and rice seasoning. Also in Newton, partners distributed donations to amputee families: 40 blankets, 20 beds, and
5,000 kg rice and rice seasoning.
On March 19, 2015, Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender, & Children Affairs (Honorable Deputy Minister M.B. Atilla) hosted
Tzu Chi and partners for a brief meeting to discuss the epidemic of Ebola orphans, and receive donations: 50 blankets
and 200 kg rice and rice seasoning. Partners then distributed donations to orphans at the Ebola Children’s Interim Care
Center at No. 2 River: 80 blankets, 40 beds, 40 bowls and spoons, and 2,000 kg rice and rice seasoning. Distribution
at St. George's Orphanage included 80 blankets, 35 beds, 35 bowls and spoons, and 2,000 kg rice and rice seasoning.
On March 20, 2015, Tzu Chi and partners delivered donations to Connaught Government Hospital: 200 beds and 200
blankets. The St. Ann’s Convent of St. Joseph Sisters of Cluny was visited and given 100 blankets and 50 beds. Partners
then visited the Wilberforce Military Hospital and delivered 50 blankets and 50 beds to the medical superintendent.
Donations were also supplied to the Princess Christian Maternity Hospital (PCMH) & Ola During Children’s Hospital: 100
beds and 100 blankets.
On March 21, 2015, partners drove to the Northern Province and gave donations to Port Loko Government Hospital
in Port Loko District: 50 beds and 50 blankets. Partners continued further north and distributed donations to Kambia
Government Hospital in Kambia District: 100 beds and 100 blankets. Tzu Chi then returned to Newton and participated
in the opening ceremony of HIRF/Caritas Freetown Monsignor Daniel Sullivan Health Clinic in Newton (Amputee
Community), and gave the clinic blankets and beds.
On March 22 & 23, 2015, Tzu Chi and partners drove to the Eastern Province of the country and spent the night in
Kenema City, Kenema District. The next morning, partners distributed 120 beds and 120 blankets to the Kenema
Government Hospital. Thereafter, partners drove to the Southern Province and distributed 100 beds and 100 blankets
to Bo Government Hospital in Bo City, Bo District. Mrs. Philomena Yumkella participated in distributions in Bo, her
hometown. Partners then returned to Freetown after Bo distribution.

LIFE AS AN EBOLA ORPHAN
BY: STEPHEN FOMBA

L

ife as a child is said to be the most innocent, happy,
and loved. That may be true for many children
around the world, but the story is different in Sierra
Leone. Children in Sierra Leone are forced to endure
some of the most painful sufferings life inflicts on human
beings. Many of those born in Sierra Leone do not even live
to see their fifth birthdays. And for some, their mothers
never get to see them after birth because of high maternal
mortality; many mothers still die while giving birth. For
the children who make it to age five, they are destined to
suffer even more in the hands of poverty, illiteracy, and
a corrupt system. Sadly, the suffering for Sierra Leone
children does not stop there. Today, thousands of children
in Sierra Leone are orphans after narrowly escaping the
deadly Ebola virus.
Despite their brevity, children who survived Ebola
still have many hurdles to jump, tears to cry, and pains to
bear. Ebola orphans did not only lose their parents, they
have lost their rights to grow up in structured, functioning
homes. Those children must deal with the pain of losing
both parents, even though they are yet to understand the
meaning of “gone forever.” They are now forced by an unfair
circumstance to raise themselves with minimal assistance
of orphanage caregivers. They must learn that no one will
answer them when they call for “mommy” or “daddy.”
They must learn to coax themselves to sleep no matter how
challenging life gets, because neither their mothers nor
fathers will be there with a gentle touch or soothing voice.
They must learn how to care for themselves; learn great
responsibilities in a very short time, because the patience
of a parent-teacher is no longer available to them.
The thousands of Ebola orphans in Sierra Leone
vary in age greatly: infants, toddlers, and teenagers alike
are left in a world with no sense of direction of their fate,
or parents to guide them through life’s journey. I was
fortunate to meet many beautiful children who lost parents
to Ebola in four orphanage homes during the distribution
of donations that Master Cheng Yen contributed to the
people of Sierra Leone. I met children as young as two years
old who survived Ebola, but lost many relatives including
parents. It saddened me to see so many young children

with no understanding of what happened to their parents;
why they cannot go back home; why they are now living
with strange children and adults; where their next meal
will come from; and no understanding of the challenges in
their future. I was so moved to learn and see for myself that
children who have been victimized by the deadly Ebola
disease do not have access to even the basic necessities
of life, such as shoes and decent clothing. Many of the
children that I met at No. 2 River, St. George’s Orphanage,
Newton, and Allentown communities did not even have
shoes or socks to wear. Many only have one outfit to wear.
I was told that the government and local nonprofit
organizations do not have the needed resources to care
for the thousands of Ebola orphans, and so, a program
to reunite children with any extended relative is being
implemented. Unfortunately, many of the children are
being rejected by relatives because of fear of the Ebola
virus. Even though the children are cleared by healthcare
workers to be Ebola-free, the fear and stigma due to
ignorance is the cause for family rejection. I could not
comprehend how such young, innocent children are
stigmatized and rejected by family and society for being
in a circumstance that was beyond their knowledge and
control. So to encourage them, I advised them to apply
themselves to the best of their abilities, and to spread love
unconditionally, as advised by Master Cheng Yen.
In the midst of their pain and suffering, the
children of the four orphanage homes that Tzu Chi
visited with Caritas Freetown and Healey International
Relief Foundation were resilient to live despite the thorny
obstacles in their way. The children of No. 2 River were
joined by the people of that small village to welcome us
with songs and prayer. Those at Newton were supported
by the amputees of that community and other community
members. The orphans of Newton sang and danced for us
as we entered and departed their community. Allentown
was a loud and vibrant site to see with beautiful children
and caregivers. The orphans of Allentown were joined in
songs and prayer by caregivers and others to welcome Tzu
Chi and partners.
At St. George’s Orphanage (a well-managed
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institution), the situation was joyful and somber at the
same time. St. George’s orphanage made international
news when its heroic manager, Augustine Baker, was
infected by Ebola while rescuing Ebola orphans in affected
communities and died. A week or so after Baker’s death,
his supportive wife also succumbed to the deadly Ebola
virus. When Baker died, the entire staff and orphans at
St. George’s were quarantined for 21 days. When asked of
the experience of being quarantined, the staff responded
that they were very terrified and worried for the children
and each other. They feared that their interactive and jovial
manager may have touched some children and staff when
he was symptomatic and not know it. I could not wrap my
mind around how petrified the children and staff were
during those 21 days. Baker is credited for saving the lives
of many children before his death.
Master Cheng Yen’s Tzu Chi donations benefited
about 200 Ebola orphans with three months food supplies

(rice & rice seasoning), rice bowls and spoons, beds, and
blankets. The children thanked us with songs and their
beautiful smiles. When the donations were handed to
them and their caregivers, their beautiful faces lit brightly,
and, at that moment, you could see that their sorrows were
tugged in the backburner. Even though avoiding body
contacts was encouraged to avoid the spread of Ebola,
some children could not help hugging us or reaching out
for our hands to express gratitude. The caregivers and
children asked that we remember them in the near future
with food, shoes, clothing, and educational support. Even
though I made no promise to them, I assured them that
Master Cheng Yen will hear about them and send me back
to serve them.

LIVING WITHOUT LIMBS
BY: STEPHEN FOMBA

T

Mohammed Tarawallie

he villagers of Newton are reminded each day
of the brutal civil war that lasted over ten years,
left over 50,000 people dead, and disfigured
thousands. The Sierra Leone Civil War is remembered as
one of the most inhumane acts of violence on mankind
because of its infamous brutal tactic of cutting off
limbs. The rebels who waged this senseless war on the
vulnerable, impoverished nation maimed the bodies
of the same people they purported to liberate. From
drugging children as young as nine years old to enslaving
women as sex slaves to cutting open pregnant women and
removing fetuses to burning families alive in their homes
to cutting off hands and legs of the their own people, the
rebels left countless lives wounded. Today, thousands of
amputees struggle day after day because of manmade

disabilities that makes everyday life even more difficult
in a poor, disease-stricken land.
When Tzu Chi volunteers entered Newton with
the Healey International Relief Foundation and Caritas
Freetown, they found a depressing scene. Alongside the
chronic poor and Ebola orphans, they saw amputees and
wounded war survivors. Women and men, young and old,
struggled with missing hands and legs and other wounds
and amputations. One does not need to look far to see the
suffering in Newton; every other person you encounter
struggles to do the most basic everyday activities we
take for granted. Walking, standing, bathing, eating,
playing, exercising, caring for children, getting dressed,
grooming, cleaning—everything is a challenge. Yet these
people show resilience even in the midst of their sorrows.
The amputees of Newton do not have prosthetics,
so they are forced to learn to live life without natural or
artificial limbs, a task far more daunting than those of us
fortunate enough to have our body parts intact can ever
understand. Being poor is one thing, but being both poor
and limbless is an extreme misfortune that has tormented
the amputees in Newton and other corners of Sierra Leone
since the early 1990s. Many of those butchered by the
rebels died as a result of blood loss, shock, pain, infection,
or a combination of multiple symptoms. Imagine being
asked which of your legs or hands should be chopped
off. That is exactly what happened to far too many. The
rebels asked them, “Long sleeve or short sleeve?” They
then chopped off a hand for the first answer or the entire
forearm for the second. The atrocities of the war were so
senseless and brutal that children as young as two years
old lost limbs to the rebels.
Of the many amputees I met in Newton, three
in particular caught my attention. Sulaiman Sesay, a
young man who helped Tzu Chi and partners coordinate
the distribution for orphans and amputee families in
Newton, lost his left hand during the war. Only 25 years
old now, he was just a child when the rebels robbed him
of his hand. Sulaiman has struggled to fit in since he was
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a child, and he finds it very difficult to achieve personal
goals because of his missing hand. Yet, Sulaiman retains
a positive attitude. He said that he is grateful to only
have one limb missing. Even though life is a challenge
for Sulaiman, he is conscious of the fact that there are
many people who lack even one finger.
Another amputee who caught my attention
was Mohammed Tarawallie, chairman of the Western
Area Amputee and War Wounded. Mohammed lost
both hands to the rebels. Even though he admitted that
“Life is hard, it is very hard for people like me,” that has
not stopped Mohammed from living to the best of his
ability. While addressing his community during the
commissioning of the new clinic built by HIRF and
Caritas Freetown (to which Tzu Chi donated beds and
blankets), Mohammed explained how challenging life
can be for amputees in Sierra Leone. He asserted that
amputees are people who used to be able to do things for
themselves, but are now dependent on others to do daily
life activities. The young, determined chairman thanked
Tzu Chi for the support to his community and pleaded
for more help to reduce the suffering of amputees in his
country.
Finda Maturay is not only an amputee struggling
through the challenges of each day, but also a mother
of seven children who is growing older, sicker, and
weaker. She refers to all the children as her own, even
though some are not her biological children. Despite
her disability, Finda finds it in her heart to accept
parentless children who, according to her, “need any
help available.” Finda told me that walking in and out of
her small home is very challenging because the terrain of
her community is very rough and uneven, which makes
“hopping” on one leg an unbearable experience. Finda
added that not having prosthetics bothers her, but not
as much as the lack of proper crutches to help her hop
her way around her community. Finda does not know
much about prosthetics, so she does not even wish for
such technology; she only wants better quality crutches.

When I asked Finda what she would wish for, she humbly
said, “Any form of help to improve my situation and that
of other amputees would make a life difference.”
To say the life of the amputees is difficult would
be an understatement. They suffer from the inability to
complete daily living skills, work for their daily living,
take care of their children, and participate in activities
of interest. They suffer as well from stigmatization
and alienation, among other challenges. And now, as
Ebola spreads, life has become scarier. As Ebola can
be transmitted through basic human contact, and
amputees need others to help them each and every day,
which makes them very vulnerable to the virus.
The needs of the Newton amputees are great,
yet they ask only for prosthetics, healthcare, crutches,
food, and educational opportunities for their children.
The Tzu Chi support given to the amputees of Newton
was greatly appreciated by everyone. The community
expressed that the rice provided will feed many children
and families for months, and the blankets and beds will
serve the growing number of orphans in the community.

DONATIONS DISTRIBUTED IN SIERRA LEONE

kg

TOTAL BENEFICIARIES
Beneficiary

# of institutions

Beds

Blankets

Bowls & spoons

Rice (kg)

Amputee
Community

1

20

200

500

5000

Government
Hospitals

14

1,095

1,200

1,095

0

NERC – Ebola
Center

1

16

32

0

500

Nonprofit Clinics

8

186

398

500

0

Orphanage Homes 4

195

800

800

10,040

Ministry of
SWGCA

1

0

90

105

200

TOTAL

29

1,512

2,720

3,000

15,740
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ASSESSED NEEDS & ACTION PLANS
IDENTIFIED IMMEDIATE NEEDS

Education.

Illiteracy rate is more
than 68% of population.
Hunger prevention / Children are
eradication
malnourished, and
people still die of
hunger.
Health
Healthcare system
is extremely poor &
inaccessible to millions.
Poverty reduction /
employment

Unemployment rate
in Sierra Leone is
estimated to be over
80%.

ACTION PLANS

Immediate Needs
u Donate more food supplies.
u Donate more portable beds for orphans and health facilities.
u Donate mattresses for portable beds.
u Donate more blankets for orphans and health facilities.

Improving Education
u Provide modular classrooms for schools (to reduce overcrowding & make classrooms
more conducive) and vocational programs.

u Provide stationary supplies to poor students.
u Renovate school buildings.
Building Healthcare Infrastructure
u Adopt seven hospitals & four clinics to increase capacity and standard of service.
u The adoption of health facilities will help build the Sierra Leone healthcare system by

empowering strategically located hospitals and clinics with needed medical equipments
and education, to equip them with the capacity to deal with any future communicable
disease outbreaks, like Ebola, and prevent deaths caused by common diseases, such as
malaria, typhoid, and cholera.

Press Release:
Tzu Chi’s First Ebola Aid and Signing of an MOU with
Healey International Relief Foundation

March 8 2015--To send support and care in the wake of the 2014 West Africa Ebola
outbreak, the Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation in the Republic of China (Taiwan),
despite being 13,000 kilometers from Sierra Leone, signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Healey International Relief Foundation in Tzu Chi’s Jing Si Hall in Hualien on March 3, 2015.
With the signing of the MOU, Tzu Chi can more easily bring relief to those in desperate need of
assistance, particularly those affected by the Ebola outbreak. To help patients and survivors, this
international collaboration promises to deliver Jing Si multi-purpose foldable beds, Tzu Chi ecoblankets, instant rice and rice seasoning, and other aid supplies to community medical facilities
and the National Ebola Response Center in Sierra Leone.
Stephen Huang, Tzu Chi Global Affairs CEO, officially signed the MOU with Robert Healey
Jr., President of Healey International Relief Foundation. Witness to the historical MOU signing
ceremony were: Benjamin Parra, Executive Director of Healey International Relief Foundation;
Philomena Yumkella, on behalf of Dr. Kandeh K. Yumkella, United Nations Under-SecretaryGeneral; Debra Boudreaux, Deputy CEO of Tzu Chi USA; and Stephen T. Fomba, Tzu Chi Special
Representative to Sierra Leone.
Tzu Chi prepared 1,512 Jing Si multi-purpose foldable beds, over 15 tons of instant rice
and rice seasoning, 3,000 bowls with covers and spoons, and 2,720 Tzu Chi eco-blankets, which
are scheduled to arrive in Sierra Leone in early March 2015. Fomba will travel to Sierra Leone to
coordinate the distribution, in collaboration with the Healey International Relief Foundation and
Caritas Freetown.
Fomba, a Sierra Leone native, will take on this project to help his home country. When he
learned of the country’s struggles during the Ebola outbreak, he decided to work with Tzu Chi
in Sierra Leone, despite leaving behind his wife and children in the United States. With Fomba’s
assistance, Dr. Yumkella recommended Tzu Chi to Healey International Relief Foundation and
Caritas Freetown; both internationally well-known humanitarian organizations, working to end
Ebola in Sierra Leone. In partnership with the two organizations, Tzu Chi’s Sierra Leone Ebola relief
is officially scheduled to launch in March 2015.
According to World Health Organization reports, Ebola still remains very widespread in
West African countries: Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone. Though several international relief
organizations are active in providing aid to the affected countries, local medical services still remain
inadequate to meet the public needs. This will be the first relief effort from the Republic of China
(Taiwan) to contribute aid to the victims of the Ebola outbreak. All relief supplies are going directly
to the Ebola affected, their families, government hospitals, and other health facilities.
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Among the aid items provided was the Jing Si multi-purpose foldable bed, which has
received the Red Dot Award, an internationally recognized seal of quality for product design,
easily carried and packs conveniently for transportation and mobility, serving as a portable bed
for patients and their families in medical facilities, treatment and holding centers, and quarantine
centers. The instant rice meals are fast and convenient to prepare and provide a nutritious meal.
Tzu Chi eco-blankets are light and comfortable, a suiting comfort for patients, further, made
entirely from recycled PET bottles, they provide warmth for disaster survivors as well.
Although Ebola has not reached Asia, the World Health Organization has stated the
outbreak in West Africa constitutes a public health risk. Tzu Chi is Republic of China’s first nonprofit organization to respond by delivering aid to Sierra Leone. Plans to work with several other
local and international organizations are in place for Ebola prevention and relief.

(from right) Mr. Stephen Huang, Mrs. Debra Boudreaux, Mr. Robert Healey Jr.,
Mrs. Philomena Yumkella, and Mr. Benjamin Parra.
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